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YOUR SECTION YOUR TOWN
MEET THE 
‘TURTLE MAN’
Wellfleet resident 
Don Lewis, a retired 
intelligence official 
with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, 
plays a crucial role 
in the birth of many 
tiny terrapins. A2

NEW TEACHERS HIRED 
New Bedford will have 
four new kindergarten 
teaches, but it might not 
be enough to keep class 
sizes below 30. A3

LABOR INVESTIGATION
Work schedule for para-
medics under review. A3

SouthCoastTODAY.com

By KIM LEDOUX
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

D
ARTMOUTH 
— Often referred to 
as living jewels or 
swimming flowers, 

koi have brought delight to 
their keepers for centuries 
and, for a local butcher who 
once struggled with his 

profession, the colorful fish 
have provided much-needed 
serenity. 

“I come out here two, three 
times a day and feed the fish. 
It is very relaxing and peace-
ful,” said John Abreu, retired 
owner of Abreu Slaughter-
house.

Thirty-three years ago, 

Abreu quit his job as a 
butcher in a local supermar-
ket and, with a second mort-
gage on his house and his 
family’s entire savings, he 
built a slaughterhouse on his 
Bakerville Road property and 
went into business.

After butchering career change, local man finds peace with koi

Koi have 
become 
a symbol 
of love in 
Japan.
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of Keith 
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delayed
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By PEGGY AULISIO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

NEW BEDFORD — One of the worst 
days in the history of the United States 
brought out the best in Americans.

That message was underscored Friday 
as people gathered at New Bedford City 
Hall for a ceremony marking the eighth 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks on New York City and Wash-
ington, D.C.

Among the speakers was Capt. Gilbert 
Parkhurst, who was working with the 
Salvation Army in Pennsylvania when 
the attacks occurred.

Parkhurst said he left for New York City 
the same day.

“We got the call after the first plane hit 
and got the canteen on the road,” he said 
after giving the closing prayer at the 9/11 
ceremony at City Hall Friday. 

He said it took the Salvation Army 

eight hours instead of the usual 2½ to get 
to New York City.

“When we got there, we could see all 
the smoke,” Parkhurst said.

He said the Salvation Army set up 10 
to 12 canteens the first day, then a big 
tent nicknamed the Taj Mahal, and began 
serving thousands of meals to rescue 
workers. 

Post 9/11 spirit recalled at City Hall ceremony City offi-
cials are 
silent during 
a solemn 
moment at 
a ceremony 
marking the 
eighth anni-
versary of 
9/11 at New 
Bedford City 
Hall Friday.

PETER PEREIRA/ 
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By BECKY W. EVANS
revans@s-t.com 

NEW BEDFORD — Federal and state 
environmental authorities must sign off on 
the city’s demolition plan before workers 
can take down six houses on contaminated 
property near the Keith Middle School.

The demolition work, which was expected 
to start Monday 
on  Greenwood 
Street, was post-
poned after city 
environmental offi-
cials learned they 
needed approval 
from the Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency in addition 
to the state Depart-
ment of Environ-
mental Protection. 
The addit ional 
approval is neces-
sary because of 
potential PCB con-
tamination of the 
houses’ concrete 
foundations.

The demolition 
delay will likely be 
a matter of days as the city updates its plan 
and awaits approval from both agencies, 
said Scott Alfonse, director of the city’s 
Office of Environmental Stewardship. The 

City must get state, federal 
environmental approvals.

Once the city 

receives final 

approval of 

its plan, the 

demolition 

will begin at 

Greenwood 

Street and 

move to 

Ruggles 

Street.

See 9/11 page 9

See KOI page 9

See KEITH page 8

SWAMPY START

MIKE VALERI/THE STANDARD-TIMES

Bishop Stang quarterback Kyle Coffey throws the ball against New Bedford as rain falls in Dartmouth on Friday night. High school football 
season got off to a soggy start last night. Full coverage of opening night in Sports, C1, and online at www.southcoastvarsity.com.


