
By K.C. MYERS
kcmyers@capecodonline.com

SOUTH WELLFLEET – For Don Lewis and the 
scores of turtle-loving volunteers who roam the 
marsh lines from spring to Octo-
ber, this has been a good week.

After a long and precarious 
wait under the sand,  bite-sized 
diamondback terrapins started to 
hatch  in town Saturday.

Yesterday, Lewis, aka Turtle 
Man, collected  13 eggs from a nest on Lieutenant 
Island as the leathery, white eggs began to move 
and crack.

Lewis, a retired senior intelligence offi cer with 

By SUZANNE MA 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK – Americans planned beach cleanups, 
packages for soldiers and save-the-tree fundraisers 
along with familiar remembrances in three cities to 
mark eight years since 
the attacks of Sept. 11, 
the first time the anni-
versary was named a 
national day of service. 

“Instead of us simply 
remembering the hor-
rible events and more 
importantly the heroes 
who lost their lives on 
9/11, we are all going to 
turn into local heroes,” 
said Ted Tenenbaum, a 
Los Angeles repair shop 
owner who offered free 
handyman services yes-
terday  and planned to do 
so again today . 

Similar donations of 
time and labor were 
planned across the 
country after President 
Barack Obama and Con-
gress declared the day 
would be dedicated to 
service this year for the fi rst time. 

Some Americans are suspicious about the new com-
memoration, though, fearing it could overshadow a 
somber day of remembrance for nearly 3,000 people 
killed aboard four jetliners and at the World Trade Cen-
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Remembering 9/11 

Speech inspires hope for health care reform

By CYNTHIA McCORMICK
cmccormick@capecodonline.com

It’s been a busy week for Presi-
dent Obama, addressing the nation’s 
schoolchildren one day about the 
value of education and talking up 

health care reform the next day to 
a joint session of Congress.

While most people applauded 
the president’s  pep talk to students, 
Cape Codders were not in accord 
about what grade Obama should 
receive for his Wednesday night 
address on health care.

State Rep. Jeffrey Perry, a 
Republican from Sandwich, was 
disappointed Obama didn’t focus 
more on tort reform, but David 
Reidy, executive director of the 

Mid-Upper Cape Community 
Health Center, a nonprofi t medical 
facility in Hyannis, applauded the 
president for promising to rein in 
insurance companies and reassur-
ing Medicare patients of continued 
quality care.

Dr. Jim Butterick, chief medical 
offi cer for Cape Cod Hospital, and 
Bill Zammer, a restaurateur and 
chairman of the Cape Cod Chamber 
of Commerce, said they wished the 
president supported a single-payer 

system. But they both saw glimmers 
of hope in the president’s plans.

Having the government pay for 
health care would be one of the 
fastest ways to get costs down, said 
Zammer, who runs the Coonames-
sett Inn and Flying Bridge restau-
rants in Falmouth, and Tugboats in 
Hyannis.

 Instead of a single-payer system, 
Obama talked about the possibility 

Tiny miracles 
enter world
in Wellfl eet
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Recently hatched diamondback 
terrapins in Wellfl eet are getting a 
helping hand from dozens of local 
volunteers.
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Madison LeBlanc and Josh Handler, eighth-graders at Harwich Middle School, place 403 fl ags on 
school grounds in memory of 9/11 fi rst responders. Madison organized the display.
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A critical 
teaching 
moment

By GEORGE BRENNAN
gbrennan@capecodonline.com

With poems, songs, and classroom dis-
cussions, students at Harwich Middle 
School will start  classes today  remember-
ing the 403 fi rst responders who died Sept. 
11, 2001 .

 Donald Franke, an international rela-
tions teacher at Sandwich High School, 
will weave the anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks on New York City and the Penta-
gon into ongoing class discussions on Iran 
and the Middle East.

There is no set way for Massachusetts 
schools to teach their young charges about 
the  gravest terrorist attacks on American 
soil, according to a spokesman for the 
state Department of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education. The only mention of 
9/11  in the state curriculum guidelines is 
for a high school-level history course.

“How schools teach about and/or com-
memorate the anniversary of 9/11 is a 
local decision,” J.C. Considine said in an 
e-mail to the Times.

But there is a push to change that 
nationally.

This week, the New Jersey-based Sept. 
11 Education Trust unveiled a 9/11 curricu-
lum that includes videos, lesson plans and 
interactive exercises, said Anthony Gard-
ner , executive director and founder of the 
trust. The curriculum, which Gardner says 
is the fi rst comprehensive education plan 
focused on the terrorist attacks, is being 
tested at schools in New York City, Califor-
nia, New Jersey, Alabama, Indiana, Illinois 
and Kansas.

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Smoke billows from the 
World Trade Center after 
two planes crashed into the 
towers on Sept. 11, 2001.
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BARACK OBAMA
Latest health care 
plans inspire hope 

for real reform

Some Cape Codders say 
the president is making 
progress, but critics call 

problems ignored. 

Vol. 73, No. 218 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2009  $1.00

see SERVICE, page 4

see TEACHING, page 4

see HEALTH CARE, page 10

see TERRAPINS, page 10


